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The Book of Changes: The Cosmic String
GAO Yuyuan

Abstract: The emergence of human beings — the most advanced and complex “material structure” within
the grand flux of cosmic life — signifies that this cosmic flow has begun to possess a self-aware mind capable
of “self-reflective consciousness . Following Zhu Xi’s assertion that “the mind possesses deliberation and
creativity”, the concept of “unity of heaven and humanity” (tianren heyi) is thus not a passive, undeliberated
harmony, but an active, intentional integration. When this “unity” engages with deliberation and creativity,
it transforms into “exploring the boundary between heaven and humanity” (jiu tianren zhi ji). The
“boundary”(ji) above manifests as the formless, silent numinous virtue, while below it reveals “heaven’s
displayed signs and earth’s formed shapes”— the dynamic interactions of “cloud-dragons and wind-tigers”,
along with omens of fortune and misfortune. The sixty-four hexagrams of the Book of Changes (Zhouyi)
constitute the boundaries of our human world, representing this “heaven-humanity boundary”. Like sixty-
four cosmic syllables, these hexagrams resemble a “cosmic sound chord” that both defines and expands our
existential realm. These symbolic configurations embody both linguistic expressions and wordless meanings
that transcend language. The periphery of the Zhouyi world lies precisely in these ineffable hexagram
images. When contemplating them, we may be struck by the sacred force of cosmic transformation in silent
awe, suddenly giving birth to new linguistic revelations. The Book of Changes serves as the cosmic epic of
Chinese civilization — a poetic synthesis of Dao, symbols, nature, principle, and destiny — that constitutes
our collective cosmic consciousness.

Keywords: the Book of Changes; cosmic mind; investigate the relation between heaven and humanity; the
symbols of the sixty-four hexagrams; superstrings of the universe
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