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Janusian Mythic Cultural Consumption from a Technopharmacological Perspective: Based
on the Context of New-Quality Media
XU Wang

Abstract: In the process of the development of new quality productivity, the qualitative change of
productivity promotes the change of cultural media, and the platform media shapes the new cultural context.
The current new media technology has the double-sidedness of Janus, the two-faced Roman deity in
mythology. It can open countless doors to history and future, reflecting the infinite extension of time and
space, and at the same time, it also causes a cluster of contradictions at the level of cultural value. In the
context of new media, the cultural consumption activities of social practice subjects also reflect the myth
of Janus. Firstly, consumers shuttle between the past and the future through numerous doors opened by
new media. Secondly, the technical path of consumers to infinite time and space, scenes and life forms is
becoming more and more mature. Thirdly, technology has moved consumers’ physical experience from
the real world to the virtual world. Fourthly, technology also creates a context of cultural layers, and all the
activities of consumers in the environment promote the “charm” of a certain culture. Fifthly, technology not
only gives consumers unprecedented freedom and releases their imagination, but also creates new additional
repression. It is of theoretical and practical significance to reflect on this change from productivity to
cultural field from the perspective of philosophy of technology. In this regard, Stiegler’s theory of technical
pharmacology is introduced, and the new media technology is compared to “the medicine of Janus” to
explain the double-sided pharmacology of technology. Furthermore, it is proposed to make good use of this
“poison and medicine” technical prescription as a cultural treatment method, inject humanistic power into
the technical system, correct the deviation of technical capitalism, and turn to technical humanism, with
a view to constructing a long-circuit mechanism of “libido” to neutralize the negative entropy outside the
system and the increasing entropy within the system to create positive value of technology.

Keywords: new quality productive forces ; new media ; janus ; cultural consumption
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