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Historical Contributions, Ideological Divergence and Contemporary Revelations of the
Second International Theorists on Marxism’s Righteousness and Innovation
CHEN Zigi & MENG Fei

Abstract: The integrity and innovation is one of the distinctive qualities running through the development
history of Marxism. The history of the development of Marxism is a history of Marxism’s effort to
constantly evolve, enrich its own connotation and expand its theoretical boundaries in the dialectical
unity of “correctness” and “innovation”. The Second International period, as a crucial milestone in the
course of Marxism’s development, combines the remarkable dual characteristics of “intermediary” and
“transitional”, becoming a transitional bridge between “original Marxism” and “post-Marxist Marxism”.
In this critical period, Marxism was facing the major practical problem and theoretical challenge of how
to inherit the essence of traditional theory and how to innovate and develop it to adapt to the changes of
the times. Throughout the period of the Second International, there was a clear tendency of differentiation
within Marxist thought. On the one hand, there were distorted and vulgarized understandings of Marxism,
which deviated from its essential spirit and core principles. On the other hand, a group of theorists carried
out in-depth creative interpretation and innovative elaboration of Marxism, injecting new vitality and vigor
into the development of Marxism, which are topics worthy of serious treatment and in-depth study. When
evaluating the theorists of the Second International, the historical background and conditions of the times
in which they lived should be fully taken into account, and their different theoretical paths of differentiation
should be analyzed and judged scientifically and objectively from the specific perspective of keeping the
right and innovating. Then, in the mutual reflection of theory, experience and practice, valuable references
and practical revelations that are of significance for the development of contemporary Marxism should be
derived.

Keywords: Marxism; The Second International Workingmen’s Association; historical materialism;
righteousness and innovation; “Two Combinations”



