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The Discourse System of Enterprise Confucianism
LI Honglei

Abstract: The discourse system of enterprise Confucianism has been gradually formed on the solid
foundation of the research on Confucian management philosophy, Confucian business wisdom, and the
general principles of Confucian business culture. Its formation process has gone through the gradual
deepening, integration, and finalization of theories, and has been continuously tested and refined in the
practice of enterprise management. The discourse system of enterprise Confucianism can be summarized
into the following ten aspects: First, the governance concept of guiding by virtue and regulating by rites;
second, the business concept of achieving profits through righteousness; third, the organizational concept
of being like a family; fourth, the leadership concept of leading by example; fifth, the employment concept
of promoting the worthy and using the capable; sixth, the brand concept of being honest internally and
trustworthy externally; seventh, the strategic concept of adapting to changes and achieving harmony;
eighth, the responsibility concept of benefiting all under heaven; ninth, the inheritance concept of starting
a business and leaving a legacy; tenth, the belief concept of respecting heaven, following ancestors, and
loving people. The discourse system of enterprise Confucianism is deeply rooted in the broad and profound
excellent traditional Chinese culture. At the same time, it actively draws on the rich and diverse modern
enterprise management theories and organically integrates the vivid and dynamic governance wisdom of
contemporary New Confucian Entrepreneurs. Building upon this foundation, a contemporary enterprise
theory with “Chinese characteristics, Chinese style, and Chinese manner” has been constructed, realizing
the creative transformation of Confucian thoughts in modern enterprise governance and strongly promoting
the innovative development of enterprise theory in China. It not only contributes to the modernization of
the enterprise governance system and governance capacity of socialism with Chinese characteristics and the
promotion of high - quality economic development, but also provides Chinese wisdom for the construction
of a contemporary world new business civilization, and has profound theoretical value, practical value, and
contemporary value.

Keywords: corporate Confucianism; discourse system; Confucianism; enterprise theory; new business
civilization; entrepreneurial spirit; corporate governance structure



