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How can Grassroots Democracy Enhance Farmers’ Sense of Gain?
—Based on Inter-provincial Comparison between Guangdong and Guizhou
ZHENG Fanghui , GUAN Jingtao & CHEN Lei

Abstract: Democratic self-governance in the countryside is an important manifestation of grass-roots
democracy and the performance of the country’s governance, reflecting China’s institutional advantage
of people’s democracy throughout the entire process. The essence of democratic self-governance is the
extensive and in-depth participation of farmers, and participation emphasizes access. The ultimate indicator
for measuring and testing the effectiveness of this result-oriented program is the farmers’ sense of gain.
In the real-life scenarios of Guangdong and Guizhou provinces, where the socio-economic development
is very different, based on the sample survey data, we selected the “Four Democracies” as the indicators
of democratic autonomy at the grassroots level (villages), and examined their impact on farmers’ sense of
gain. The results show that farmers’ trust in grassroots organizations is the main variable in enhancing
farmers’ sense of acquisition through rural democratic self-governance, and there are provincial differences
in the impact of grassroots democratic self-governance on farmers’ sense of acquisition, which are
especially reflected in democratic management. Secondly, the higher the farmers’ trust, the greater the
sense of acquisition and its provincial variability. Thirdly, with the increase of trust, there is an “inverted
U-shape” trend in the impact of the participation of village sages and capable people in governance on the
farmers’ sense of acquisition. Looking at the empirical results, we should promote coordinated regional
development, pinpoint the stage-by-stage governance goals based on provincial conditions, improve the
grassroots democratic system, enhance women’s participation, use the township sages to play an exemplary
role, strengthen democratic supervision by empowering wise governance, and optimize the democratic
consultation by the peasants’ orderly political participation.

Keywords: rural democratic self-government; farmer’s sense of gain; farmer participation; political trust;
grassroots democratic system



