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Recognition and Regulation of Debtor’s Dishonesty:
Comparison and Reflection on the Rules of Individual Bankruptcy Pilot Areas
ZHANG Ligin &#MENG Xianghui

Abstract: Identifying “honest but unfortunate debtors” poses a significant challenge in personal
bankruptcy legislation and judicial practice globally. The current approach, as seen in the Personal
Bankruptcy Regulation of Shenzhen Special Economic Zone and other pilot court documents, employs
stringent measures to regulate dishonest behavior by restricting debtor qualifications and terminating
bankruptcy procedures. However, it is imperative for national unified legislation to precisely delineate
the scope of dishonesty under bankruptcy law, implement tailored regulation for different behaviors, and
minimize the use of severe regulatory measures such as disqualification from bankruptcy.

Keywords: individual bankruptcy; dishonest behavior; honest but unfortunate debtors; normal system
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