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Transformation of Democratic Form: On the Transcendence of the Whole-Process People’s
Democracy to Western Democracy
ZHANG Rongjun & XIE Xiaotong

Abstract: On the issue of the realization of democratic values, western-style democracy faces the
dilemma of political commitment because of its limited understanding of the principle of transcending the
minimum of democracy. Western-style democracy tries to demonstrate the central position of liberalism
by propagating the theory of elite-contract, shaping competitive electoral politics and revising democratic
classicism. However, the extensive relationship between politics and capital extends to theory, which
inevitably involves the deep historical reasons between western-style democracy and its political community
hypothesis. The reason is mainly characterized by the change of political life, and through the structural
facts composed of global complexity, multiculturalism and unequal participation, the limitations of western-
style democratic theory assumptions are jointly revealed. The whole-process people’s democracy, as a
new form of democracy, not only plays an important role in the process of democratic transformation,
but also makes the issues about democratic values and democratic essence be re-examined. The whole-
process people’s democracy can be regarded as a major concept, and it can also be understood as a high
generalization of people’s democracy closely related to it. At the same time, it is also a major inheritance and
development of the modernization of Marxist democratic theory, which reflects the Normative characteristics
different from western-style democracy. There are three aspects: the foundation of theory, the normative
construction of system and the concise and rich practice, that we can examine the systematic transcendence
of the whole-process people’s democracy over western-style democracy. From the two levels of political
practice and political culture, we can further clarify the differences between the two democratic forms. This
not only helps us to insight the essence of democracy, but also helps to show the possibility of Chinese-style
democracy and building a new form of human political civilization.

Keywords: whole-process people’s democracy; western-style democracy; transformation of democratic
form; democratic values; the essence of democracy
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