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The Changes and China’s Response of Local Families in Hedong of the Sui and Tang Dynasties:
A Case Study of the Xiangyuan Haozhe Family
ZHANG Wei

Abstract: Based on recent archaeological discoveries and stone inscriptions, this paper discusses the rise
and fall of the Xiangyuan Haozhe family from the Northern Dynasty to the Sui and Tang Dynasties, and
finds that the official positions of his ancestors and himself written in the epitaph of the Wufang Haozhe
family unearthed at present are of mixed authenticity, and some of the more prominent official positions
are mostly fabricated by their family members to show off their family political status. Although this kind
of official position was insignificant in the central bureaucratic system, it accumulated a certain amount of
political resources for his family in the local area, making them a relatively powerful family in Xiangyuan.
However, his family’s cultural literacy was not high, and after the abolition of the Jiupin Zhongzheng system,
they could not obtain a higher political status by participating in the imperial examination, and their sphere
of influence could only be limited to Luzhou and Xiangyuan, and it was difficult to have the opportunity
for upward development, resulting in the abrupt end of their family history with the epitaph to the Tang
Zhongzong period, which to a certain extent shows that their family did not make a breakthrough in politics
after entering the Tang Dynasty. Although there is evidence that there were still many Hao clans living here
in Luzhou during the Tang and Song dynasties, it seems that there are no local families similar to the Hao
Zhe family. Taking the Haozhe family as the object of investigation, we discuss the impact of the abolition
of the township chief on the local family and local society from different perspectives, and believe that the
change of the system in the Sui and Tang dynasties made it difficult for the local family to have room for
improvement, and the local society became more restrictive and closed in politics, which we believe is also
one of the root causes of the secession of the towns in the middle and late Tang dynasties.

Keywords: The Sui and Tang dynasties; township head; local society; local family; Luzhou; Xiangyuan;
Hao’s ; epitaph



