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The Change of Fertility Pattern in Population Transition and Its Countermeasures in China
YU Zhigiang

Abstract: In recent years, the problem of fewer children in China has become increasingly serious,
directly affecting the country’s coordinated development and people’s livelihood construction. In the
course of reversing the low fertility level, how to present and analyze the fertility concept and behavior of
unmarried people in China? The study found that, on the one hand, the childbearing practice of unmarried
cohabitants in China shows different and situational patterns in different types or within the same type,
such as planning, rejection and accident, etc. And it shows the flexibility between the practice of out-of-
wedlock childbearing and policy-making, but it is often ignored and excluded by policy-makers. On the
other hand, the practice of unmarried cohabitation reflects that the Chinese birth model is taking place from
institutional shaping to multi-choice, from dual-line child-rearing to marriage and child-bearing inversion,
from structural intervention to realistic demand, from generation feedback to happiness and companionship
and so on. Although the number of out-of-wedlock childbearing population is increasing, the practice of
out-of-wedlock childbearing in the Chinese context has not fundamentally challenged the institution and
fundamental value of Chinese marriage and family. Therefore, in the future, we should not only go out of the
Western individualism fertility culture and family value, but also take into account the development of global
individualism and the Chinese local experience.

Keywords: cunmarried cohabitation; unmarried birth; youth; birth policy; population transitio



