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Led by the Party Building: The Construction of Urban and Rural Community Governance
System Under the Concept of Self-governance and Co-governance
WANG Jiangin & WU Rongting

Abstract: For a long time, China’s grassroots mass self-governance organizations, represented by urban
community residents’ committees and rural villagers’ committees, as the important main body of social
governance activities, have to a certain extent deviated from their functional “self-governance” function
due to the “administrative” tendency in their institutional inertia. As modern social governance attaches
greater importance to multi-factor participation and multi-dimensional cooperation in governance activities,
the concept of governance that synergizes “self-governance and shared governance” has been given high
priority in the governance of China's urban and rural communities, and has become a key element in the
“common building, common governance and shared sharing” social governance system and governance
system of the times, which is highly characteristic of socialism with Chinese characteristics. The concept
of “self-governance and shared governance” has been highly valued in the governance of urban and rural
communities in China, and has been embodied in the modernization of the social governance system and
governance capacity, which is very characteristic of the socialist era with Chinese characteristics. In this
process, the Party’s leadership has been consistently applied throughout the entire process and in all aspects
of grassroots governance; the political function of community Party organizations has been continuously
strengthened; the leading role of grassroots Party organizations and the pioneering and exemplary role of
Party members have been fully brought into play, leading to the high-quality development of community
governance; democratic self-governance of the grassroots in the community has been effectively promoted,
and grass-roots practice of people’s democracy in the entire process has been perfected; importance has been
attached to fostering the professional qualities of community workers, and to upgrading the professional
qualities of community leaders represented by neighborhood and village committees. The way to develop
and improve China’s practice of community governance in the new era is paying attention to fostering the
professional qualifications of community workers and improving the self-governance capacity of grass-roots
mass self-governance organizations represented by neighborhood committees and village committees.

Keywords: the lead of the Party building; social governance; self-governance; co-governance; governance
system



