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On the Formation Mechanism of Corruption
from the Perspective of the Theory of Structuration

YANG Senlin & REN Heng

Abstract: Based on the era background of China’s increasing efforts in anti-corruption construction and
corruption governance, with the help of structured theory, we attempt to transcend the binary opposition
model between individuals and society, subjects and objects, or actions and structures, construct an
analytical framework that accommodates individual actions, spatiotemporal interactions, and social
structures, analyze the subjectivity, objectivity, and structural factors that contribute to the formation of
corruption, and reveal the mechanism of its formation. Research has shown that the short-sighted behavior of
corrupt individuals is a subjective factor that leads to corruption. Shortsighted behavior makes it difficult for
them to correctly understand moral distance, thereby neglecting the actual consequences of corruption and
leading to unexpected consequences. Time and space, as objective factors, constitute the regularization and
regionalization of individual actions and interactions in corrupt behavior, which have an impact and catalytic
effect on corruption, and also affect individual hierarchical patterns. Regularization provides a reference and
means of dissemination for corrupt behavior, while regionalization provides performance space and zoning
channels for corrupt individuals. The scarcity of resources and the ability of power to control resources,
coupled with the alienation of rules, are structural factors of corruption. Resource scarcity leads to short-
sighted behavior among actors, and the alienation of rules provides routine reference for corrupt interactions.

Keywords: corruption; theory of structuration; duality of structure; alienation of rules; strategic conduct



