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Responsorial Ci Lyrics, Exotic Scenery, and Self Identity:
A Study of Inscriptions on Huayu Xiyou Tu
SUN Yingying

Abstract: As the largest literary group in modern China, the Southern Society (Nanshe, 1909-1923) still
provided networking resources and communication opportunities for literati who were passionate about
classical literature and art, even after the dissolution announced by its chairman Liu Yazi. Based on social
network among members of the Southern Society and the identity to traditional culture, more than 40 literati
wrote responsorial Ci lyrics for a traditional painting Huayu Xiyou Tu (Painting for A Tour on the Shangsi
Festival at Flower Island), painted by the famous Cantonese artist Tan Yuese, who was also a member of
the Southern Society. This activity reveals the continuance of the elegant style of the Southern Song Lyrics
among the Southern Society and in modern Lingnan area as well. These Ci lyrics, served as inscriptions of
the painting as well, created a graceful poetic atmosphere through personification, comparison and allusion,
therefore represented the diaspora experience of exotic flower Haizi Dujuan (the sea purple rhododendron), a
hybrid variety originated from British. Using the sentimental tune of Wang Yisun’s Ci “Sanshu Mei”, these
lyrics resembles continuous efforts devoted for modern themes in this traditional genre. In the meantime, due to
restrictions of thythm and authors’ ideologies, these responsorial lyrics hardly revealed a new style.

Keywords: responsorial lyrics; the Southern Society; Ci in Republican China; Huayu Xiyou Tu; Macau



