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On Translating Transcendental Concepts and Categories in Ancient Chinese Philosophy
—A Holism Philosophy Perspective
HU Cuie

Abstract: The issue of translating the transcendental concepts and categories in ancient Chinese
philosophy is of vital importance to the positioning of Chinese philosophy in world philosophy and to
effective dialogue between them as well. To the question whether there are any transcendental concepts and
categories in Chinese philosophy and how to translate them, cultural exclusivism, inclusivism and pluralism
offered different answers and adopted different approaches to translation. The univeralism in pluralism
prioritizes cultural commonity, while the particularism in plurualism emphasizes cultural individuality.
Siding with universality helps discover the connection between cultures, but it does not lead to a world
language that reduces particularity to backgroud. Siding with particularism entails respect for cultural
individuality, but it does not mean cultures are necessarily exclusive to one another. The particularists
insisting on the uniqueness of Chinese philosophy tend to evade concepts and categories considered highly
transcendental in western philosophy. Holism is the integration of universality and particularity. The holistic
approach believes that there exist certain universal problem-consciousness and thinking framework between
Chinese philosophy and western philosophy and there do exist transcendental concepts and categories in
Chinese philosophy. To translate such terms as fien, dao and ziran, which are reflective of universal human
experience and problems, we may as well look for the nearest equivalents in English. This accounts for
universality. To provide detailed explanation for these terms accounts for a unique response to the universal
problems on the part of Chinese philosophy. The tension between commonality and difference in translating
philosophical concepts and categories epitomizes an acknowledgment of the particular contribution made
by Chinese philosphy to common issues. The translation approach of “the same name with varying realities,
the same tone with varying tunes” helps in grand manner to achieve a truly equal dialogue between Chinese
philosophy and world philosophy, and makes due contribution to the promotion of human wisdom as a whole.

Keywords: Chinese philosophy; philosophy translation; holism; transcendence; immanence; concepts and
categories



