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Understanding Cyber-Calligraphy of Internet Handwriting: A Framework of Embodied-
Objecthood for the Dimensionality Reduction of Posthuman Future
LI Leilet & ZHANG Yuiong

Abstract: Converging traditional paper-ink handwriting with digital media, contemporary internet
handwriting can easily beautify hand writers’ personal calligraphy by integrating the aesthetics of masters’
calligraphy and standard fonts, producing a sort of “uncanny” visual effect of cyber-calligraphy. Inspired
by Yuk Hui’s thinking of digital objects related to Gilbert Simondon’s thinking of technical objects, drawing
upon notions of orders of magnitude, (re)mediation, media technology, materiality and embodiment, this
paper explores two modes of internet handwriting for creating cyber-calligraphy termed as the “analog-
biased” bricolage and the “digital-biased” generation by constructing the conceptual framework of
“embodied-(digital)objecthood”. Both rely on dealing with the transduction of two orders of magnitude
related to the interaction of the analog human body and the digital computing in handwriting. However, the
problematic online visibility of hand writers’ digital objects and the poverty of online communication could
imply the potential agonism strategy and “social bots” for handwriting platform. The article concludes the
human-computer interaction of digital objects related to online handwriting and cyber-calligraphy can be
further extended to the studying of digital media philosophy related to posthuman future being and social
communication by dimensionality reduction in anthropocene.

Keywords: Internet handwriting; embodied-objecthood; cyber-calligraphy; orders of magnitude;
posthuman



