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Informatization, Women’s Status and Household Income: Based on the Perspective of
Urban-Rural Differences
XU Xiuchuan & WEI Haolong

Abstract: This paper uses three-year CFPS panel data for 2014, 2016, and 2018 to explore the impact of
informatization (Internet use) on the status of women in urban and rural areas, and in particular, to analyze
whether the advancement of women in urban and rural areas can contribute to the growth of women’s
income, husband’s income, and household income and the variability of this impact in urban and rural
areas. The results show that, overall, Internet use significantly improves women’s social status, resulting
in less unpaid household work, decision-making power in the household, and participation in social work.
At the same time, women’s advancement significantly increased women’s income, husband’s income, and
household income. By the comparison between urban and rural areas, the role of rural women participating
in labor market in promoting husband’s promotion and thus increasing husband’s income is more obvious.
To avoid the influence of endogenous factors such as marital status, we used instrumental variables for
further estimation, and the results confirmed a positive causal relationship between women’s status and
husband’s income. This paper further tests the mediating effect of women’s advancement in promoting
husbands’ income growth, and the test results show that women’s advancement promotes husbands’ job
promotion (participation in administration), which increases husbands’ income. The findings of this paper
are not only useful for understanding the relationship between women’s advancement and micro housechold
income growth, but also beneficial for advancing women’s career in the information age, especially for the
advancement of rural women.

Keywords: status of women; women’s income; husband’s income; household income; Internet use



