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PSS jun.ior iﬂ#’ (£=1, F=0) 0.185 0.388 0 1
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university X (£=1, FT=0) 0.008 0.088 0 1
REHYG outpatient TEHRAAEGHRYG (=1, F=0) 0.206 0.405 0 1
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insurance 0.089%*%* (. 081%%*  ().088%** 0.107%%%* 0.080%***
0.013)  (0.013)  (0.013)  (0.014) (0.014)
gender 0.119%**  0.106%**  0.106%*** 0.108%**
0.013)  (0.013) (0.013) (0.013)
age —0.008%*% —(.007*%%*  —0.007*%*  —(.007***
0.001)  (0.001)  (0.001) 0.001)
junior 0.071%%%  0.066%**  ().064*** 0.057***
0.016)  (0.016) (0.016) (0.016)
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hospital —(0.276**%*%  —(.275%¥*  —(). 256%**
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constant  2.454%¥% D gaR¥FK 5 gpgkkk 2.823%%* 2.649%**
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(0.017) (0.028) (0.042) (0.014) (0.048)
control Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
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Ciritical Illness Insurance, Medical Service Upgraded and Farmers’ Health
GAO Jian, LI Zhipeng & SHEN Siyuan

Abstract: “Healthy China 2030 planning outline clarifies the important role of health in the economy
and social development. Under the background that the new rural cooperative medical system fails to
significantly promote farmers’ health, it is of great significance to study the mechanism of improving
farmers’ health level. This paper focuses on the critical illness insurance system for urban and rural
residents, which has been implemented on a pilot basis since August 2012. Based on the data of China
Health and Retirement Longitudinal Study (CHARLS) from 2011 to 2015, this paper constructs the insured
variable “rural critical illness insurance” according to whether the cities where the samples were located had
implemented rural critical insurance. This paper empirically tests the impact and mechanism of rural critical
illness insurance on farmers’ health. The empirical results show that participating in the rural critical illness
insurance increases farmers’ self-assessed health by 0.08 units, and the empirical results are still robust even
when variables such as health level and rural critical illness insurance are readjusted. Heterogeneity analysis
shows that the health promotion effect of rural critical illness insurance on low-income groups is greater,
and the effect of rural critical illness insurance on groups with medical centers in the community is more
significant. The results of mechanism analysis shows that, for the population in need of hospitalization, the
rural critical illness insurance improved the health by promoting farmers to make hospitalization decisions.
For the inpatient population, rural critical illness insurance improves health by encouraging farmers to
choose higher-level county and district hospitals. In order to further improve the health level of farmers,
it is necessary to further enrich the financing body of rural critical illness insurance, introduce individual
payment and financial subsidies, and further improve the security level of critical illness insurance under
the premise of expanding the scale of critical illness insurance fund. At the same time, we should improve
the distribution of rural primary medical resources and improve the accessibility and level of rural primary
medical services.

Keywords: new rural cooperative medical; critical illness insurance; medical service; hospitalization
decision; health
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