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The Ethical Foundation, Basic Model and Practical Characteristics of Poverty Governance in
Contemporary China
YI Shenbo & ZHAO Xiong

Abstract: The success of poverty governance in contemporary China not only comprises some special
experiences that reflect China’s unique advantages, but also implies some general knowledge that can be
extracted for the use of all mankind, especially for the vast number of developing countries. This paper
expounds the latter from three aspects: ethical foundation, basic model and practical characteristics. In
terms of the ethical foundation of poverty governance, China’s political empowerment of the poor in the
revolutionary era and the planned economy era delayed the urgency of poverty alleviation to a certain
degree, hindering the poverty reduction of China in the era of planned economy from reaching the due speed
of development. Since the Reform and Opening Up, the decoupling of poverty and morality and the linking
of economic development to the nature of socialism make it necessary and possible to eliminate poverty in
an all-round way. In terms of the basic model of poverty governance, the government dominates the policy
formulation, resource allocation and project process of poverty governance, and actively gives play to the
role of the market as the basic mechanism of resource allocation and innovates market-oriented poverty
alleviation methods, thus forming a “government-dominated market model” for poverty governance. In
practice, social coordination and public participation are two prominent features of poverty governance in
contemporary China, and also the deep reasons for its success. After the alleviation of absolute poverty is
finished, the tasks of consolidating the achievements of poverty alleviation, preventing people from returning
into poverty, and effectively coping with the problem of poverty in diverse forms remain daunting. Therefore,
we must further explore an open, holistic and sustainable participatory poverty governance system and
further improve the poverty governance ecosystem, so as to realize the great goal of building China into a
great modern socialist country as soon as possible.

Keywords: poverty governance; de-moralization of poverty; government-dominated; market mechanism;
public participation



