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Discourse Tracing and Cultural Reconstruction:
Taking the Ancient Chinese Sheng Jing as an Example
WANG Xiaoyun

Abstract: Sheng Jing, originally referred to the sacred discourse and sacred classics in ancient China,
from which all ancient Chinese literature and cultural phenomena are derived, and in turn interpret it. As
a sacred discourse and sacred classics, Sheng Jing is the core of right struggle in the ancient discourse,
exerting dual significance of both official and folk Sheng Jing. The folk Sheng Jing appeals to language, is
people-oriented and legislates for the people, while the official Sheng Jing appeals to words, is monarch-
based and legislates for the monarch. The breakthrough to crack Sheng Jing lies in the discourse, the mutual
interpretation and confirmation of common sayings, documents, classics and cultural phenomena, which
reveals that Sheng Jing is a serious book of The Classic of Mountains and Rivers. Sheng Jing is the starting
point of the interpretation of ancient Chinese classics, and the interpretation of ancient Chinese classics based
on exegesis is the cultural reconstruction through discourse reconstruction.When the western culture was
introduced into China, Sheng Jing became the core of the struggle between Chinese discourse power and
western discourse power, and the western discourse hegemony used the word, Sheng Jing, to translate the
most influential Christian classics in the West, which is the Bible. Sheng Jing in ancient China changed from
the folk classics to the official classics because of the transformation of the official discourse power; then,
the transformation of discourse power in the West, from the Chinese Sheng Jing to the Christian Bible. The
former transformation is mainly carried out within Chinese culture, Sheng Jing is hidden in the interpretation
of classics and wants to cover up, so unknowable learning is worry-free; the latter transformation is the
subversion of the western cultural value system to the Chinese cultural value system, Chinese Sheng Jing
is replaced by the western Bible, the ancient unknowable learning becomes real unknowable, and the
understanding of the Sheng Jing and the traditional Chinese culture with the Sheng Jing as the core become
the fundamental problem of reconstructing the Chinese discourse system and reconstructing the traditional
Chinese culture.

Keywords: Sheng Jing; discourse; discourse right; discourse tracing; cultural reconstruction



