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Access to Higher Education in College Enrollment Expansion:
Urban-Rural Gap and its Internal Gender Differentiation
SHAO Jianyao

Abstract: In the context of the continuous expansion of higher education, educational inequality is
more likely to exist in subtle forms. Using the data of Chinese General Social Survey (CGSS), this paper
investigates the urban-rural gap in access to higher education and its internal gender differentiation before
and after the expansion of college enrollment. It is found that the implementation of the university enrollment
expansion policy has improved the proportion of all groups receiving higher education, but the urban-rural
inequality in the overall and different levels of higher education opportunities distribution has not been
alleviated or reduced, and urban groups still have significant advantages. And there is a new phenomenon
of “female strength”. The “female strength” in urban areas is mainly reflected in undergraduate education,
while in rural areas it is mainly reflected in vocational college education. The influence of family cultural
capital on urban female group is greater than that on urban male group, while the influence on different
gender groups in rural areas is heterogeneous. That is, the education level of the father only affects rural
female group, and the education level of the mother mainly affects rural male group. Family political capital
only has a significant impact on the overall access to higher education for urban groups, and it is more likely
to affect male groups. The expansion of college enrollment has mainly improved the unequal phenomenon of
higher education opportunities at different levels caused by the family level of urban male groups. Compared
with other groups, the urban male group of low class family benefited the most from the college enrollment
expansion. Therefore, we should improve the quality of education and teaching in rural areas and optimize
the allocation of educational resources; Improve the information capital of the disadvantaged groups in
higher education, and implement the “compensation principle” of higher education; Construct and improve
the public education service system to make up for the lack of education for children from low-capital
families.

Keywords: college enrollment expansion; equity in higher education; access to higher education; urban-
rural gap; gender gap



