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A Comparative Study of Storytelling in the Homologous TV Programs between China and the US:
Taking the Voice of China and the Voice of America as Examples
LIN Shengdong, LIU Qiuyu & PU Feila

Abstract: The homologous TV programs present in different ways in different cultural contexts. This
paper combines narrative analysis with the hermeneutics approach to compare the storytelling in The Voice
of China and The Voice of America. We find that there is a solid gap in thinking patterns of Chinese and
American audiences, which contributes to different story telling strategies. The Guanxi orientation of the
Chinese audience leads to the result that the Chinese story follows the ethical relationship between the
hero and his/her close others. The pre-introduction story is significant as it lays the ground for the later
performance. The two parts are causally integrated. The live show part can be considered as the highlights
of the whole story. Furthermore, the Chinese story is developed amid a congenial atmosphere and usually
has a happy ending which satisfies the audience. In individual-based culture, i.e. American culture, the main
storyline is usually centered on the hero's individualized characteristics. There is no progressive relationship
between the pre-introduction story and the live performance. The two parts develop in a parallel relationship.
The live show is the core of the whole story. Also, the American story accentuates the rule and winner takes
all. Our findings will contribute to the theory of story-telling in different cultures. In the transformation of
overseas TV programs in China, the program team needs to redefine the program mode and content from
the perspective of Guanxi, and connect all aspects of life into the program, so as to find new opportunities to
introduce the local transformation of the model. In the process of Chinese programs being exported to other
country, it is necessary to adjust the program content according to the three-dimensional spacing of different
cultural thinking modes, focus on the creation of cultural characteristics, and do subtraction in program
production: without paying too much attention to the Guanxi, the program team should pay attention to the
design and presentation of program elements.

Keywords: TV program; story-telling strategy; The Voice of China; The Voice of America; Chinese
story; intercultural communication



