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[ REHE NAS]

Application of the Principle of Exhaustion of Publishing Rights of NFT Digital Works
LI Xiaoyu

Abstract: Different from digital works in the pre-blockchain era, NFT digital works have inherent
characteristics such as uniqueness, decentralization and transaction smoothness. Considering from the

dimensions of legal value, legislative system, judicial practice and public policy objectives, it is feasible

and legitimate to apply the principle of exhaustion of distribution right to the resale of NFT digital works.

On the one hand, the applicable distribution right of NFT digital works is exhausted, so we should uphold

the principle of freedom without prohibition in private law. If necessary, we should introduce the clause of

follow-on right into smart contracts to maximize the benefit between different stakeholders. On the other
hand, the right of distribution of NFT digital works is exhausted, which should avoid the infringement of the

copyright owner's right of reproduction, deduction and dissemination to the public.

Keywords: NFT digital works; exhaustion of publishing rights; Droit de Suite (a right of following) ;

copy right; information network transmission right



