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Structural-Functional Perspective on Advantages of the Chinese People’s Congress System
SUN Ying & CHEN Jiagang

Abstract: Why is the Chinese people’s congress system superior? Traditional explanations include:
historical theory, democracy theory, power relationship theory and governance theory. The structural
functional framework can provide a new perspective for analysis. The nature and status of the “four organs”
of the people’s congress and its standing committee is an advantage of the people’s congress system in
China. The organizational structure of the people’s congresses in China has the characteristics of “one origin
and two entities”. This is the structural root of the superiority of the people’s congress system. The above-
mentioned characteristics of the composition structure and functions and powers of the people’s congresses
at all levels and their standing committees reflect the inherent logic of the operation of the people’s congress
system in China. For the people’s congress to better fulfill its roles, there should be a balance between the
development of people’s congress and its standing committee, a balance between the functions of four
organs, a balance between internal organization and exterior environment.

Keywords: structural functionalism; people’s congress system; organization structure of people’s
congress; one origin and two entities; four organs



