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Reflecting on the Dilemma of Neoliberalism Governance from the Historical Evolution
of the Concept of Freedom
— Taking British Strike by Teachers as An Example
JIANG Jing

Abstract: Since the implementation of the Neoliberalism economic policy in contemporary Britain,
strikes have occurred frequently, the trade union movement has been depressed, the polarization between
the rich and the poor has intensified, and the society has been seriously divided. These social crises show
that Britain is facing some ills and governance dilemmas from which it is hard to escape. Especially in the
UK education sector, the governance dilemma has become increasingly prominent. In fact, these problems
are the concrete manifestations of social conflicts and governance dilemmas in the field of education in
the UK. They not only reflect the intractable social malfunctions encountered by national governance in
contemporary British, but also expose the disadvantages of the Neoliberalism political philosophy and
practical policies based on individual rights. There is a complex interaction between political practice,
political philosophy and political concept, and conceptual change and political innovation often go hand
in hand. Quentin Skinner, a leading figure of the “Cambridge School”, explored and traced the emergence
and inheritance of The Neo-Roman Theory of Liberty in the history of British political thought, in order to
challenge the one-dimensional interpretation of the concept of “freedom” in the Neoliberalism philosophy.
The British Neoliberalism reform promoted educational marketization and privatization, and strengthened
the dominant power relationship in the education system, resulting in prominent contradictions among
education subjects. The Neo-Roman Theory of Liberty points out that “freedom” is free from dependence on
the arbitrary will of others, which provides ideological resources for the reflection of contemporary British
Neoliberalism’s view of “freedom” and governance dilemma.

Keywords: the concept of freedom; Quentin Skinner; neoliberalism; governance dilemma; Neo-Roman

theory of liberty



