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On San-Cao’ s Literary Achievements and Status in Literary History
LI Jian

Abstract: The father and son of Cao Cao, Cao Pi, and Cao Zhi, who were active in the literary arena
of the late Han and early Wei dynasties, were later called San-Cao. They are not only outstanding writers,
but also outstanding politicians and thinkers. As writers, they have achieved remarkable achievements
and each has their own emphasis. Cao Cao is good at Si-yan poetry, with a poetic style that is deep and
majestic, generous and desolate, opening up a literary atmosphere of an era, laying the foundation for a
new atmosphere, and leading the aesthetic trend of the era; Cao Pi's Wu-yan, Qi-yan, and Miscellaneous-
yan poetry shows outstanding talent. His poetry is “gorgeous and graceful, capable of moving people’s
emotions”, and his literary criticism ability is particularly outstanding. The theory of Wengqi proposed is of
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