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Multiple Connotations of the Concept of “Cadre” of the CPC
XIONG Chengshuai

Abstract: “Cadre” is an important concept in the discipline of Communist Party history and party
building, with multiple connotations. The common concept of “cadre” mainly refers to the manager of an
organization, which is essentially a job concept. At the same time, the concept of “cadre” also represents a
political identity. In the sense of duty, “cadres” refer to clerks who complete revolutionary or governance
tasks, and are administrative officials in hierarchical organizations. The concept of “cadre” in the sense
of political identity is the practical subject of the CPC leading the revolutionary movement and national
governance, and is the self reference of revolutionaries or politicians in political organization. In the sense of
political identity, “cadres” not only undertake transactional work, but also have the responsibility and mission
of obeying the requirements of political parties, promoting the achievement of political goals, and making
political decisions. Therefore, “cadres” are both managers and civil servants, as well as revolutionaries
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and politicians. By comparing the concept of “cadres” with concepts such as “masses”, “professional
revolutionaries”, and “Weber style bureaucrats”, and examining the interrelationships between different
concepts, the rich content of political identity connotation in the concept of “cadres” can be revealed. The
relationship between cadres and the masses is not between the leader and the led, but rather in a dynamic
process of mutual construction. By mobilizing, organizing, and serving the masses, cadres can gain and
maintain their own identity. The concept of “cadres” in the sense of political identity has similarities with
Leninist concept of “professional revolutionaries”, but the concept of “cadres” also has inherent personality
attributes and value connotations. The concept of “professional revolutionaries” in Leninism emphasizes an
external political identity norm of “taking revolution as a profession”, while the concept of “cadres” includes
the “revolutionary personality” that emphasizes the internal self-regulation of cadres. This norm involves
the deep value pursuit of cadres, and is manifested as a unique personality of cadres that combines idealism
and realism. The examination and definition of the concept of “cadre” is the basis for conducting relevant
research.
Keywords: concept of “cadre”; political identity; revolutionary personality; professional revolutionaries



