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Virtue and Rights: The Way of DAXUE
KONG (Qingping

Abstract: Since modern times, China and The West have constructed politics and Law with individual
right as the core. However, with the review of the theory of natural rights in the mid-20th century and the
rise of Aristotle’s concept of virtue and virtue jurisprudence in recent years, virtue has gradually become
a competitive concept with individual right in political construction. But the two seem to be incompatible,
either one or the other. Chinese classical political and legal thoughts have always been regarded as virtue
oriented and collectivist moral tendency, ignoring individual rights. In fact, is important, and Chinese
classic Daxue in Confucianism is not only the study of mind and nature what we know in the past, but more
profound political thinking. From the two interpretation traditions and the text analysis of Daxue, we can
see that the theory of morality and self-cultivation is not only limited to individuals, but also extends to the
establishment of human public order in the country and the world. It includes not only the realization of
human virtue in the public order of the world what it wants to build, but also the protection of the right of
individual life in terms of family, country and the world. The political concern of Daxue integrates individual
virtue and right to respond to the double dilemma of human life in the world, which is not only about the
perfection of human virtue, but also about the protection of individual rights.

Keywords: Daxue; virtue; individual rights; luminous virtue; self-cultivation



