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Acquaintance Society, Class Differentiation and Resonance of Public Space
—A Micro Experience Narrative to Understand the Formation of Class Consciousness
CHEN Wengiong

Abstract: Based on the micro-experience narrative of Fangcun Village in Dongguan, the purpose of this
study is to explore how it is possible for villagers who have been divided into different strata to form class
consciousness and even class actions in their acquaintance society. The study found that, first of all, a certain
characteristic of the acquaintance society provides natural convenience for class interaction, which is a
highly resonant public space. Secondly, in the acquaintance society, public space is composed of public life
represented by human relations, public place represented by squares, public political and economic identity
represented by collective members, and public value represented by face. Thirdly, the stratum differences
in acquaintance society are visual and visual, and the stratum interaction is inevitable. The high resonance
of public space forces the stratum difference and stratum interaction into the daily life of the acquaintance
society and participates in the reproduction of public rules. Fourth, if the differentiated class structure tends
to solidify, the class consciousness of the loss of the weak class and the sense of superiority of the strong class
will form and accumulate in intuitive differences and forced interaction. Finally, this set of opposing class
consciousness becomes an objective political risk of acquaintance society, and may release its opposition in
the form of class conflict.

Keywords: acquaintance society; class differentiation; class consciousness; class conflict; resonance of
public space



