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The Moral Dimension of the Whole-Process of People’s Democracy
XIE Xiaotong

Abstract: The separation between politics and morality in the modern context makes the rational
discourse interpretation of democracy to the rational and pluralistic world missing. The long-standing
relationship between political “demoralization” and the inherent contradictions of capitalism has led to the
failure of Western-style democracy to connect independent moral norms with multiple rational subjects,
thus falling into the discourse of democratic legitimacy. Facing the de-moralization of modern democracy,
the whole-process of people’s democracy, rooted in the great practice of socialism, rebuilt the legitimacy
of democratic discourse. In essence, the whole-process of people’s democracy is a new form of people’s
democracy that inherits Marxist democratic theory and develops it, from the point of view that the standard
of political legitimacy is the ultimate value of the political object, the form of democracy belongs to the
category of moral and ethical culture. Therefore, for clarifying the fundamental issue of the development
of democracy, the key still lies in how to demonstrate the legitimacy of democracy after the separation of
politics and morality. Unlike the procedural moral orientation of Western-style democracy, the whole-process
of people’s democracy has substantive moral connotation. The moral reversion of the whole-process of
people’s democracy to the political public sphere can be grasped from two aspects: the delimitation of moral
boundaries and the generation conditions of moral validity, from the epistemological significance of morality,
the substitution of substantive morality for procedural morality and the moral principles of political and
legal systems, we can further demonstrate the basic logic of the interactive relationship between democratic
politics and moral norms. These three dimensions constitute a certain interpretation of modern democracy
on political morality, reflect the moral inspection of democratic practice on the needs of the subject, and
jointly reflect the moral basis of the whole-process of people’s democracy. Examining the whole-process of
Chinese style people’s democracy from the perspective of moral factors should be an important dimension to
construct the legitimate goal of democracy with significant advantages and its discourse system.

Keywords: whole-process people’s democracy; democratic ethics; democratic politics; moral dimension



