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The Evolutionary Logic and Historical Achievements of China’s Poverty Alleviation Policy:

A Retrospective Analysis Based on Actor Network Theory
XIE Xiaogin & WEN Lanying

Abstract: In 2020, China has historically eliminated absolute poverty and created a miracle of poverty
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reduction in the world. The exploration of the password behind this miracle needs to go back to China’s
poverty alleviation policy itself. Most of the existing studies focus on descriptive analysis based on grand
narrative or micro characterization, and lack a unified analytical framework to lead in-depth analysis.
Following the basic idea of refining the Chinese proposition and local theory of poverty alleviation through
the small incision of China’s poverty alleviation story, this paper constructs the logical chain of “action
unit action translation action network” based on the actor network theory, and systematically analyzes and
summarizes the characteristics of China’s poverty alleviation policy. The research shows that China’s poverty
alleviation policy presents the following phased characteristics. the single center poverty alleviation stage
led by the Central Government: the central government, as a key actor, takes the translation of system reform
as the center, and the poverty alleviation network presents the single subject characteristics with the high-
level government as the core; The administrative poverty alleviation stage in which the central government
interacts with the local government: the actor network extends vertically, takes the development poverty
alleviation translation as the center, and initially forms an administrative poverty alleviation network driven
by the superior government and the subordinate government; The “one core and multiple” poverty alleviation
stage led by the government and participated by multiple parties: mobilize multiple forces to participate in
poverty alleviation, focus on multi-dimensional poverty alleviation translation, and build a multi-dimensional
poverty alleviation network driven by the government and social participation; Compound network stage
under the same responsibility of the party and government: adhere to the principle of the same responsibility
of the party and government, focus on the integration and translation of the party and government, and build
a more inclusive comprehensive governance model based on big data.

Keywords: poverty alleviation policies; miracle of poverty alleviation; relative poverty; poverty
governance; actor network; rural revitalization



