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Mencius’ Thought of Moral Education:
Objective, Content, Method and Historical Contribution
LIU Zhishan, HUANG Shan

Abstract: Mencius spent his whole life in pursuit of the personality ideal of “no occasion for shame
before Heaven, and below, no occasion to blush before men”, and finally incubated his own moral education
thought, leaving a valuable spiritual legacy for the later generations. He hoped to rebuild social order and a
harmonious society with the help of morality. His moral education ideas contain grand ethical feelings and
life aspirations. “Mencius” is a kind of prose in the form of quotations, which records the words and deeds
of Mencius in a more comprehensive way. It is the first-hand information to study Mencius and his thought
on moral education. Mencius’ thought and remarks on moral education were scattered in many chapters of
“Mencius” whose moral education thought is rich in connotation, complete in system and rigorous in logic.
According to the state level, the goals of Mencius' moral education were divided into three personalities
including the personality of great men, “not be corrupted by wealth, not be broken by poverty and not be
tamed by power”; the personality of gentlemen, “being aware of common things and being aware of human
relations”; and the personality of sages, “being a saint internal and a king external”. The goals finally
were unified with the idea that “everyone can be Yao and Shun”. The content of moral education includes
“benevolence and justice” education, “filial piety” education, “human relations” education and “respect and
thrift” education, covering all aspects of ethical life. The methods of moral education include understanding
with all heart, expending the four ends (compassion, shame, respect, right and wrong), setting goads and
resting, thinking from others’ perspective and self-reflecting, which reflects the importance of self-moral
cultivation. The moral education thought of Mencius not only provides excellent materials for the cultivation
of Chinese cultural confidence, but also makes outstanding contributions in many aspects, mainly reflected in
the enrichment of Confucian ecological moral education thought, affirming the equality of moral personality,
influencing the construction of traditional Chinese values to a certain extent, and promoting social harmony
and stability.

Keywords: Mencius; the goals of moral education; the content of moral education; the methods of moral
education; self-moral cultivation



