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The World’s Return to Benevolence: An Overview of
Confucius’ Moral Education Thought System
LI Yonghua, CAI Weilin

Abstract: In his lifetime of learning and educational practice, Confucius gradually formed a complete
set of moral education ideology, which is an important part of the excellent traditional Chinese culture. The
goal of Confucius’ moral education takes “returning to benevolence” as the core, including the personal ideal
goal of cultivating the ideal personality of a gentleman, who “kills one’s life and becomes benevolent”, and
the social ideal goal of realizing “The world returns to benevolence”. Under the guidance of the ideal goal of
benevolence, Confucius put benevolence throughout the content of his moral education. The main part of its
moral education includes the education of benevolence, righteousness and propriety. The three are closely
linked and organically combined. The education of benevolence constitutes the core of Confucius’ moral
education. The education of righteousness constitutes the focus of Confucius’ moral education. The education
of etiquette constitutes the basis of Confucius’ moral education. In the method of moral education, according
to different moral subjects, Confucius pointed out different educational methods for individuals, teachers,
families, and politicians, specifically including the methods of paying equal attention to learning, thinking
and doing, teaching students in accordance with their aptitude, inspiring anger, inspiring sadness, teaching
students by example is more important than words, and educating people together. Promote the development
of moral education step by step and complement each other. Even today, Confucius’ moral education thought
still has important enlightenment on contemporary Chinese moral education practice. Moral education
in contemporary China should first draw on Confucius’ wisdom of Guide the people with morality and
strengthen the importance of contemporary moral education. Secondly, learn from Confucius’ ideas of
“similar nature, different learning” and “teaching students in accordance with their aptitude”, affirm the
right of each individual to receive education, respect the personality and characteristics of the educated, and
respect the subjectivity of contemporary moral education. Finally, based on Confucius’ view of emphasizing
the unity of knowledge and practice in moral education, strengthen the practicality of contemporary moral
education.

Keywords: the world’s return to benevolence; Confucius; objectives of moral education; contents of
moral education; methods of moral education; personal accomplishment



