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The Gender Gap of Childcare Time
WANG Lin

Abstract: Based on the data of China Health and Nutrition Survey, this research focus on the gender
gap in childcare time. The results demonstrate that there is still a large gap in the parental childcare time,
the mother’s care time is four times that of the father’s, and the gender gap in the childcare time has not
changed significantly over the past ten years. Factors such as parental employment, working hours, income,
education level and others have significant influences on the length and proportion of parental child are time.
Specifically, being employed will significantly reduce the childcare time of fathers and mothers themselves.
Fathers being employed can significantly increase mothers’ childcare time, but mothers being employed
cannot significantly increase fathers’ childcare time. From the perspective of working time, the number of
hours women worked per week can significantly reduce their own childcare time, but have no significant
effect on fathers’ childcare time; fathers’ working hours have no effect on parents’ childcare time. The
absolute income of women can significantly reduce their childcare time, while the absolute income of men
and the relative income of both men and women have no effect. Mother’s education level does not affect
their childcare time, but can significantly increase the father’s childcare time. This research shows that the
tradition family gender division, where “men dominating the outside while women dominating the inside of
households”, has not changed significantly. The state and society should vigorously advocate and promote
fathers to play an important role in childcare, establish a perfect public childcare service system amd provide
adequate and diverse child care services to promote gender equality in the family field, so as to reduce the
pressure and burden of female childcare, thereby promoting the improvement of childbearing willingness.

Keywords: childcare time; gender gap; seemingly unrelated regression; fertility intention



