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The Tortuous Exploration of “Chineseization of Education” in The Process
of Modernization
CHENG Hongyan

Abstract: In the 150-year-long process of modernization, Chinese education has always been a “follower”,
how to modernize Chinese education beyond simple following and imitation of Western education and
establish a unique and innovative education modernization system based on inheriting Chinese traditional
culture is a problem that has not been well solved for a century. The modernization of education is faced with
the strategic choice of homogenization or diversification, and the dilemma of choosing between Chinese and
Western cultures. Since the New Culture Movement, China has experienced three tortuous explorations of
educational modernization. The first exploration of educational modernization took place around the 1930s,
the second in the 1950s and 1960s, and the third in the late 20th century and up to the present.Historically,
the Chineseization of education has had its risks, and it has been vulnerable to narrow nationalism, populism,
and cultural radicalism. The failed attempts of educational Chineseization have profoundly revealed that
educational modernization cannot be separated from traditional Chinese culture, and that cultural radicalism
can only bring disaster; nor can educational Chineseization be separated from the overall track of educational
modernization and the global pattern. The choice between modernization and Chineseization is a “either/
or” choice that will do no good to the development of education. The modernization of education must be
achieved through the Chineseization of education, and the Chineseization of education is the necessary stage
and final destination of education modernization; the Chineseization of education is not retrogressivism, but
cultural abandonment and cultural regeneration under the perspective of modernization. The Chineseization
of education requires a spiritual reconstruction of Chinese cultural orientation, a reconstruction of the
curriculum that integrates the strengths of Chinese and Western cultures, and a reconstruction of the vision
of comparison and constant dialogue between Chinese and Western education.

Keywords: education modernization; educational reform; education Chineseization; Chinese traditional
culture



