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Human Dignity as a Core Category of Law
HUANG Xinzheng

Abstract: In order to improve the effectiveness of jurisprudence and law, avoid the invalid popular,
strengthen the dignity and happiness of human, we need regard dignity as the core category of law science
through logical reasoning or empirical method especially in China. Then we need discover the inner meaning
of dignity. Compare right with dignity. Then build the system of Jurisprudence of dignity. So we need
demonstrate respecting human dignity as the principle of law, and its development in law enforcement and
justice. The system of law consists of ideas, concepts, rules, principles and practice. Category is the central
concept. The core category represents the core content of the subject and the main research object. One of
the laws of legal reform and legal development is that the core category has a period and it changes as the
development of society. Nowadays, dignity already has the foundation to be served as the core category of
law. Because dignity is rich in connotation and high in abstraction, its position in law is fundamental, and the
concept of right is saturated, and it cannot respond to many current social problems. But Social problems can
be analyzed and answered through dignity as a paradigm. The social tide call for the transition from right
discourse to dignity discourse. But this is not a complete denial and abandonment of the category of right.
Dignity can be classified. It is an inevitable concept category in law, a multi-layer concept and category,
which is not only the basis of right, but also a kind of right. The relationship between dignity and law and
the relation of dignity with rights are always important issues for scholars on dignity law research. Dignity
research should learn the experience of human rights research. The status of the core categories comes from
the connotation of the dignity itself. Its status can be seen through the relationship between dignity, rights
and law. It is the right, but also the basis of right with a multi-class nature. Dignity is an inevitable concept
in the law. Social issues call for the reform of law. The important aspect of law innovation is the renewal
of the core category of law, and the transformation of the core category of law from right to dignity is the
basic law, that is, the transformation of right standard to dignity standard. Only by clarifying the focus of
legal academic research and having the fact that the core category is worth changing can we effectively use
academic resources and strength the team to serve the society. Jurisprudence of dignity is still in its early
stage and is far from mature. Therefore, it is also necessary to pay attention to the concept, formulation and
the results of foreign research So as to promote the comprehensive study of dignity in the mainland of China
or all over the world and promote dignity respected by the society. The change of focus is important which
can lead us pay attention to the realm of meaning rather than the boring area. If the scholar regards dignity
research mature, he maybe self-contented or fool in vision. The future of jurisprudence will around dignity.
And hope that more focus be put on Jurisprudence of dignity.

Keywords: dignity; rights; law; critical category; legal involution; social problem



