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The Dynamic Mechanism of Cooperative Development of
the Guangdong - Hong Kong - Macao Greater Bay Area Based on Rescaling Theory
WU Yiran

Abstract: The development of the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area is an important
national strategy for China, which concerns the prosperity and stability of the country's development in
general. The rescaling theory provides a powerful research tool for studying the economic development of
the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area. Based on the rescaling theory, an in-depth analysis
of the dynamic mechanisms that occur during the cooperative development of the Guangdong-Hong Kong-
Macao Greater Bay Area has been conducted. As a strategically important national region, the Guangdong-
Hong Kong-Macao region has undergone continuous scale reconfiguration since the reform and opening
up, and its cooperative development process reflects the strategic choice of national and local governments
to promote regional development. Since the reform and opening up, Guangdong, Hong Kong and Macao
have undergone a process from spontancous economic cooperation to institutional cooperation and
spatially integrated development, and have promoted a reconfiguration of the region's scale in the process of
constantly responding to crisis, including the crisis of industrial development, capital flows and the need for
social and economic stability. The government has played a key role in this process, with national and local
governments driving the reconfiguration of scale in Guangdong, Hong Kong and Macau. Similar to western
countries, rescaling in China has undergone a process of decentralisation to recentralisation, and has been
carried out through both flexible scale adjustment tools and rigid scale adjustment tools. In the early stage
of the cooperative development of Guangdong, Hong Kong and Macao, the PRD region underwent rescaling
through rigid scale adjustment tools such as the adjustment of administrative divisions; in the Greater
PRD period, flexible measures such as regional planning were used as the main scale adjustment tools; in
the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area period, the state strengthened its intervention and
promoted the integration of Guangdong, Hong Kong and Macao through flexible scale adjustment tools such
as the formulation of regional policies and the construction of infrastructure, combining both flexible and
rigid scale adjustment tools, which have played important roles.

Keywords: rescaling; cooperative development; dynamic mechanism; city region; the Guangdong - Hong
Kong - Macao Greater Bay Area



