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The Original Contribution of General Secretary Xi Jinping’s Important

Discourse on Democratic Centralism
WANG Yizhe & SHAO Beixi

Abstract: General Secretary Xi Jinping emphasized in the report to the 20th CPC National Congress
that democratic centralism plays an important role in adhering to and strengthening the centralized
and unified leadership of the Party and improving the Party’s system of self-reform norms.The original
contribution of General Secretary Xi Jinping’s important discourse on democratic centralism to the Marxist
theory of democratic centralism is mainly reflected in the following three aspects. Above all, it further
elevates the political status of democratic centralism from a value-based perspective. First, it is clearly
stated that democratic centralism is the greatest institutional advantage of the Communist Party of China.
Second, it is clearly stated that democratic centralism is the distinctive feature of socialist democratic
politics with Chinese characteristics. Third, it emphasizes that democratic centralism is a great strength
of state governance practice, embodied and permeated by some of the significant strengths of the Chinese
system. Furthermore, it clarifies the dialectical relationship between democracy and concentration from
an epistemological perspective, and on this basis gives a new contemporary connotation to democratic
centralism. First, the proposal of “two safeguards” is a creative application of democratic centralism in a new era.
Second, to make adherence to democratic centralism the core of strengthening intra-party supervision.
Third, to clarify that democratic centralism is an important institutional guarantee for serious political
life within the Party. Fourth, democratic centralism is used as an important asset to ensure the party’s
creativity, cohesion and combat power. Finally, from a methodological perspective, focus on the objectives of
democratic centralism construction in the new era and adhere to systematic thinking to promote democratic
centralism construction in the new era in an integrated manner. The correct handling of the dialectical
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