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The Meaning of Justice Narrative and Folk Reading in Yangmingism
YI Tao

Abstract: The Yangmingism, which has been handed down since the Ming Dynasty, appeared in the
detention center and was seen by several criminal suspects as a basis for self-judgment and a textbook to
restart their lives. Even if it is only a folk reading, it unfolds the judicial narrative. If there are good intentions
in people’s hearts when they are not suspected of committing a crime, and then ignited by Yangmingism,
it will make the good intentions more and more abundant. If the cause of the crime lies in the lack of moral
character, later on, we only need to find the lost essence of the heart, which will lead to the re-emergence
of good thoughts, and will allow people to see everything with a different mindset and eyes from the past.
The fact that the crime will be denied by the law will inevitably make the suspects lose their minds, and the
timely emergence of Yangmingism can make them dare to admit their guilt and actively take responsibility.
Moral confession and legal confession are originally two different things, but within the domain of
Yangmingism, the former is the source confession and the latter is the derivative confession. From the source
to the derivation, it embodies the unity of knowing and acting. The contemporary situation is a repetition
of historical experience, and similar examples can be seen in the Ming Dynasty. Both ancient and modern
people have the moral nature to turn inward, and Wang Yangming has long since done enough to address
human’s Pure Knowing, prompting people throughout the ages to embrace Yangmingism whenever they want
to do good and remove evil. With its addition, contemporary justice breaks through the original limitation
of only implementing the law as the main meaning, and shows that the ancient sages’ thoughts are not only
expressed in static historical words, but can also be applied dynamically, ultimately presenting a narrative
that is both ancient and modern. The ancient and modern judiciaries have borrowed from Yangmingism to
point out the culprits, which undoubtedly provides a footing for the function of Yangmingism and provides
an opportunity for judicial writing on the history of thought.
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