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Philosophical Thought and Practice in Exchange and Mutual Learning Between
Civilizations: A Review of the Chinese-Western Comparative Philosophy of Roger T. Ames
NIU Xiping

Abstract: The theory and practice of contemporary Chinese and Western comparative philosopher
Roger. T. Ames’s offers profound enlightenment and has exemplary significance for deepening exchanges
and mutual learning between civilizations. Ames’s theory and method of Chinese and Western comparative
philosophy aims at solving the problems of misinterpretation and misunderstanding in the transmission of
Chinese classical culture to the West and creating a new path for exchange and mutual learning between
Chinese and Western civilizations. Differences of cosmology and mode of thinking should be considered in
translation between different cultures. The translation of Chinese culture should take the route of “exposition
first, translation second, then a combination of the two” under the condition of interpreting its own semantic
context. The lexical system of the core terms of Confucian vocabulary in English has been rebuilt. Ames
has integrated the philosophical theories of Chinese and Western philosophies, such as process philosophy,
pragmatism, and “the inseparability of the one and the many”, and comprehensively used the scientific
concept of “focus-field” to construct a theoretical and contemporary interpretation of Chinese philosophy.
This reveals the correlative, processual, experiential, etc. characteristics of Chinese cosmology, the: “focus-
field” type of organic function and a human-centered religious sensibility. Ames has constructed a “Confucian
theory of human becoming” and a “Confucian role ethics”, calling for everyone to assume responsibility in
the world. This explains to the world that Chinese civilization offers a way of living wisely and a “Good”
and “Way” to guide human progress. He has pointed out that the current global predicament is caused by
human beings themselves, and that individualism and liberal ideology are important reasons for it. He has
called for a “second Enlightenment” of human beings and a change in philosophical will and values. The
interdependent values of Confucianism and Chinese philosophy can play a great role in the construction of
a future world cultural order if we choose a multi-party cooperation model that can strengthen cooperation
among nations, races and religions, instead of the prevalent one-sided competition model that aims at self-
interest above all.

Keywords: Roger T. Ames; civilization exchange and mutual learning; humanbeings community of
shared future; sustainable development; comparative philosophy; translation of Chinese classics; correlative
thinking



