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“Embedded” Construction of Child-Friendly-Cities in Whole Region:
An Exploration of High-Quality Urban Development
XU Yushan

Abstract: In 1996, UNICEF and UN Habitat jointly put forward the concept of “child friendly city”.
Shenzhen took the lead in putting forward the goal of building a child friendly city in 2016. In 2021, “building
a child friendly city” was officially written into the national outline of the 14th five year plan. From a global
perspective, under the UNICEF Child Friendly City initiative, child friendly cities around the world focus
on one aspect of construction according to the actual situation of the region, while Shenzhen proposes
to promote the construction of child friendly city with the characteristics of global super large cities and
international influence. Based on the theory of intergovernmental coordination, this paper focuses on the
process of idea from the initiative of one department to the coordination, cooperation and joint promotion
of multiple departments. Taking “embedded” promotion as the core analysis framework, this paper puts
forward three links: idea embedding, policy embedding and action embedding. Idea embedding is the basis
for forming social consensus and realizing the cooperation of various departments. Policy embedding is to
embody the concept of child friendliness in the relevant policies formulated by various departments, and
action embedding is to implement child friendliness in the specific work of various departments. From media
reports, policy documents and specific cases, we can see that the above three embeddedness interact with
each other and play a role. When all departments embed child friendliness into their own work, the original
work quality of the department has been improved, “people-oriented” to provide a higher level of public
services, meet the growing needs of citizens for a better life, and reflect the characteristics of high-quality
urban development. Therefore, the inter governmental coordination of various departments in Shenzhen and
the promotion of the construction of a child friendly city in a global system are an important path for the
high-quality development of the city.

Keywords: child-friendly-city; intergovernmental collaboration; embedded promotion; idea embedding,
policy embedding; action embedding; high-quality development



