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Shenzhen Innovation: An Interpretive Perspective
NAN Ling

Abstract: Shenzhen’s innovation is not about scientific discovery and subversive technology, it is a kind
of economic innovation, focusing on the commercial application and marketization of innovative ideas, new
technologies, new methods, new resources, etc. Shenzhen’s innovation occurred in the process of China’s
economic reform and open up, and some scholars interpret it with the theory of socialist market economy.
But the dilemma of market theory is that it fails to explain why there are so few innovative regions, compared
to the number of regions practicing market economy. The theory of evolutionary economics, or “biological
metaphor,” emphasizes the emergence and evolution of elements in organic phenomena. As an economic
phenomenon, the innovation in Shenzhen can be regarded as the product and evolution process of emergence,
aggregation and interaction of multi-elements under certain historical circumstances. Therefore, it is a
new theoretical analysis and expression to interpret Shenzhen’s innovation with the theory of evolutionary
economics.

Keywords: Shenzhen’s innovation; market economy; the spirit of entrepreneur; evolutionary economics;
biological metaphor



