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From “Shenzhen Speed” and “Shenzhen Quality” to “Shenzhen Design”
—Thoughts on the Development of Shenzhen’s Cultural and Creative Industries

LI Xiaogan

Abstract: “Shenzhen Design” is a vivid manifestation of Shenzhen’s charm, power, vitality and
innovation in the new era, and it is also a significant symbol of Shenzhen’s rapid development and quality
improvement to entering a new stage of innovation and leadership. How can Shenzhen’s cultural and
creative industry continue to lead the way with Shenzhen design as a logo to accelerate on the new journey?
The article written by Li Xiaogan who is the president of Shenzhen Federation of Cultural Creativity and
Design, combined with the development process of Shenzhen Design, deeply analyzed how Shenzhen design
gradually come true. How does a new city brand after “Shenzhen Speed” and “Shenzhen Quality” become
a powerful driving force for Shenzhen’s industrial upgrading and a new engine for high-quality economic
development? The article deeply pondered how Shenzhen design can be taken to a higher level, from creating
a “new highland” for the gathering of design talents, making precise and powerful policy “combination
punches”, creating a “strong magnetic field” that stimulates cultural creativity. The six aspects of opening
up the new paths of brand development, forming the new force of the design industry cluster, and creating
the new trend to lead the future life were analyzed and prospected. At the same time, the article focuses on
putting forward suggestions on how to improve the international level of Shenzhen design, including taking
a long-term view, exploring a new path to build a world-class “design capital” focusing on branding, and
improving internationally renowned design awards and exhibitions and extensive exchanges focusing on
promoting “Shenzhen design goes out, world design comes in”. It is necessary to promote Shenzhen design to
participate in major projects and actively serve the whole country and lay the foundation stone and cultivate
creativity with an international perspective. Besides, It is necessary to inject vitality into the development
of cultural and creative industries, and promote Shenzhen design to become more visible and famous in the
world.
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