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Studying China’s Centurial Anti-Schistosomiasis History with

An Interdisciplinary Perspective
DONG Guogiang, JI Minjun, CAO Chunli & YANG Kun
Abstract: Suddenly breaking out of the Covid-19 in late 2019 urges all people in the world to rethink
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and needed to ease its financial pressure. Qin put the possessed labor resources into employment activities,
which was a means of stimulating the economy, helping to fill the lack of private labor, and also reduced
the financial pressure of the empire to a certain extent. In addition, the employment relationship in the Qin
Dynasty did not only exist in the private market, but also inside the Qin government. By re-discussing the
sources, characteristics and related issues of the employed laborers in Qin Dynasty, it will be helpful to
further understand the production relations and social structure of the Qin Dynasty.

Keywords: Qin Dynasty; bamboo slips; employment; labor force; finance

(EEF1137)

the issues concerning epidemics. Learning from history is helpful to overcome them. The schistosomiasis
has been lingering in China for several thousand years and was regarded as “god of plague”. After 1949,
however, Chinese people got rid of the disease within a short space of time, under the leadership of the CPC.
This article reviews recent studies on China’s anti-schistosomiasis history in the past century. The authors
suggest that besides the impressive progresses of scientific research and comprehensive mass mobilization
during the Mao era, more research effort in the future should be put into the issues concerning those pioneer
scientists who had initiated the effort, the epidemic prevention institutes that had played important role in
mass mobilization, those influential economic factors and the long-lasting international cooperatives.

Keywords: Covid-19 epidemic; China; anti-schistosomiasis; history of science and technology; humanistic
history; interdisciplinary research



