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How Can Rural E-commerce Achieve Long-term Poverty Alleviation?

The Feasible Capability Perspective of ICT Empowerment
YI Famin & ZHU Zhenlong

Abstract: The 14th Five-Year Plan period is a transition period for the effective connection between rural

revitalization and poverty alleviation. It is necessary to smoothly transform some policies and institutional
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mechanisms for poverty alleviation into policies and institutional mechanisms for rural revitalization to
achieve an effective connection between the two. A long-term mechanism to solve relative poverty is an
important part of rural revitalization during the 14th Five-Year Plan period. As a special ICT application,
e-commerce has played an important role in poverty alleviation and poverty alleviation in our country.
With the transformation and upgrading of ICT to digital technology, the role of e-commerce in poverty
alleviation has also shifted to long-term poverty alleviation. This paper adopts case study methods to explore
and analyze how can poor groups obtain ICT feasibility through ICT empowerment and how can rural
e-commerce achieve long-term poverty alleviation by improving the ICT feasibility of poor groups. The
study found that ICT empowers and imparts knowledge to enhance the capacity of participants in the rural
e-commerce ecosystem, forms feasible ICT capabilities, and enables BOP group to reduce poverty through
increased economic income and free improvement in livelihoods. The empowerment of the Internet is the
basic way for the BOP group to master ICT. With the upgrade and iteration of ICT, the ICT feasible capacity
of BOP group will continue to grow along the capacity ladder with the support of the empowerment system,
thus entering into the next round of cycle of economic income increase, livelihood strategy improvement
and endogenous capacity continuous growth. In this way, the ICT feasibility serves as an internal driving
force, enabling the development of rural e-commerce to continuously promote poverty reduction, thereby
achieving long-term poverty alleviation. Relying on the external empowerment of e-commerce platforms,
social enterprises, and government organizations are the main ways to form and upgrade their ICT feasible
capabilities. Constructing an ICT skills popularization system for BOP group and even the entire rural area,
and continuously improving the ICT capabilities of BOP group are necessary means to promote the long-
term poverty alleviation of rural e-commerce.
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