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Language and Its Power: From Instinct to Norms
LIU Songqing

Abstract: According to Steven Pinker, language is an ability unique to human beings and people learn
language through their instinct, the development and evolution of language also have their own process.
In addition, since the normalization of language cannot eliminate the non-standard use and the abnormal
development of language, the improper use of language might not decay the language. Therefore, the
normalization of language is unnecessary. However, the specification of language does not guarantee the
proper use of all cases and ensure all the people conform with the norms, but this does not follow from that
the normalization is not necessary. From the perspective of individual and social solidarity, the normalization
of language is very important and necessary, in the sense that we are creatures of rationality.

Keywords: language; norm; the language instinct; rationality



