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Will Social Capital Alleviate the Relative Poverty of Migrant Workers in Cities? A
Mediation Test Based on Self-efficacy

ZHAN Zhijun, ZHONG Yaqi, MA Ming, CHENG Jingyue, LIU Rongtian & PENG Jiquan

Abstract: Based on the 2018 CFPS data to construct a relative poverty indicator system for migrant
workers, this paper uses the 2SLS and I'VProbit models to analyze the impact of social capital on the relative
poverty of migrant workers, and Bootstrap method is used to mediation test its mechanism. The study
found that social capital has a significant negative impact on the relative poverty of migrant workers. For
every 1% increase in the level of social capital, the relative poverty of migrant workers decreases by 0.48%,
and the probability of relative poverty decreases by 17.8%. From the perspective of heterogeneity analysis,
social trust has the greatest effect on alleviating the relative poverty of migrant workers, and social prestige
can minimize the probability of relative poverty; Social capital poverty reduction shows obvious group
differences, and it has a greater effect for the older generation, non-construction, female, and married migrant
workers. From the test of the mechanism, social capital can alleviate the relative poverty of migrant workers
by improving their self-efficacy, and its partial mediation effect is 11.7%. Therefore, attention should be paid
to the improvement of migrant workers’ social capital and their sense of self-efficacy should be improved
through psychological assistance, so as to promote long-term governance of the relative poverty of migrant
workers.

Keywords: migrant workers; relative poverty; social capital; instrumental variable method; mediation
effect test



