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An Empirical Study on the Influence of Child-Friendliness in Community Public

Space on Residents’ Participation in Community Governance
ZHOU Wang, YAN Chaoyue & DONG Xinying

Abstract: Residents’ participation in community governance is of great significance for the forming of
an innovative structure of social governance. Improving child-friendliness in community public space is
being advocated and explored as an innovative approach to promoting residents’ participation in community
governance in academia and practice, but the corresponding empirical research is still rare. Based on the
existing literatures and theoretical analysis, this paper builds an assumption model to figure out the specific
impact of the child-friendliness in community public space on residents’ participation in community
governance. Using structural equation model, taking the H District of T City as the analysis object, this paper
studies the effect path and mechanism among the child-friendliness in community public space, residents’
interaction and residents’ participation. The result of empirical analysis indicates that the child-friendliness
in community public space can be deconstructed into three levels: spatial comfort, spatial security and
spatial interaction, in which spatial security has the greatest impact. It also shows that the child-friendliness
in community public space has a significant positive influence on residents’ participation in community
governance. As for the specific impact path and mechanism, the improvement of child-friendliness in
community public space has a positive direct effect and an indirect effect through residents’ interaction on
residents’ participation in community governance. Furthermore, parents’ preference has a critical moderating
effect. In other words, there is a significant difference between two groups that the child-friendliness in
community public space in high parents’ preference group has a more significant impact on residents’
interaction and residents’ participation in community governance than that in low parents’ preference group.
These findings confirm the positive effect of community governance strategy with children as the link and
family as the fulcrum and provide innovative policy ideas for further promotion of residents’ participation
in community governance. Therefore, the combination of internal optimization by regenerating community
public space under the concept of child-friendliness and external adjustment by improving parents’
expectation of children’s entering community public space will definitely benefit residents’ participation in
community governance.

Keywords: child-friendliness; community public space; residents’ participation; residents’ interaction;
community governance



