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Governance Problems of Common-Pool Resources from the Perspective of Elinor

Ostrom's Thought of Self-Governance:Characteristics,Models and Difficulties

REN Heng

Abstract: Elinor Ostrom with small-scale Common-Pool Resources as the main research object, focusing

on how to promote or hinder the mechanism of cooperation between individuals, and then abandon the

traditional path of government intervention and private property rights, and put forward a different approach

to the “Third Way” of self-governance, breaking through the traditional theory of collective action.Elinor

Ostrom analyzed the three models in the process of traditional public resources analysis, and extracts many

opportunistic problems faced by collective action, including the four defects of incentive mechanism and the

second-order dilemma of system supply, which constituted the filed dilemma of collective action.

Keywords: Elinor Ostrom; self-governance; common-pool resources; opportunism; tragedy of the

commons



