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[HfEHE XNDHE]

Map’s Commensurability and A Historical Geography Way of the Global History
PAN Sheng

Abstract: As one kind of collective pictures, map is a historical geography space which has
language community and life community by image grammar basing on its culture. Map is neither
pure natural language, nor pure artificial language. The space constructed by map is just has part
commensurability, but not a universal commensurability world. And such space is an image set
of some language and life communities, also is an image set of the historical geography progress.
Because of its commensurability, map becomes a new way to the global history and transnational
history. Though, its commensurability is limitation, but it will be valid in following aspects in global
history or transnational history, such as spread and diffusing, range and distribution, regional nature
and structure, and environment history, and social space topics, etc., by understanding the map’s
technology or skill and some special methods. Maybe this is a broad new way to understand different
history and space described by foreign languages.

Keywords: map; commensurability; geographical history; global history



