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The Mechanism of Criminal Compliance under the Systems Theory
ZHAO Weijia

Abstract: The Systems Theory has three elements: integration, adaptation and means. There are
three similar elements in criminal compliance, which correspond with the state’s criminalization of
enterprises’ illegal acts against compliance obligations, enterprises’ abidance by the norms of quotative
facts about a crime in Criminal Law in their operation and management, and incentive mechanisms
set by the state in criminal procedural and substantive laws. For enterprises, criminal compliance is
an active defense when facing criminal prosecution. For the state, criminal compliance promotes the
transformation of corporate governance mode, and guides enterprises to prevent crimes on their own.

Keywords: criminal compliance under the Systems Theory; compliance obligation; quotative facts
about a crime; cooperative governance



