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Study on the Changing Logic of Rural Homestead Use Policy in China
ZHANG Juntao & ZHANG Shizheng

Abstract: Based on the discontinuity-equilibrium theory, combined with China’s institutional context, a
theoretical analysis framework is constructed, the evolution process of rural homestead land use policies is
combed, and the reasons for the evolution of homestead land use policies are explained. The results of the
study show that the policy of using rural homesteads in China presents the characteristics of a combination
of gradual equilibrium and sudden discontinuity. The discontinuous change of policy is reflected in the
paradigm shift of the overall policy objectives, policy tools and policy tool settings. China’s stable political
system is the fundamental foundation of policy evolution. The inherent institutional structure and macro
situation awareness maintain the long-term balance of rural homestead use policies; institutional structural
transformation, institutional supply environment, and institutional innovation drive government attention.
The transfer has led to interruptions and changes in the policy of using rural homesteads.

Keywords: rural homestead; policy evolution; discontinuity-equilibrium theory



